WASFAA

Graduate and Professional Issues Committee

Minutes – September 1, 2009
The WASFAA Graduate and Professions Committee met by conference call to discuss recent issues and legislative proposals affecting graduate students and to draft a letter.

Committee members participating on the call included:

Tami Sato, Southern CA College of Optometry

Johanna Dwyer, Mars Hill Graduate School
Patricia Robles-Friebert, ECMC
Lynn Reed, AZ School of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine
Kathleen Koch, Seattle University-School of Law
Committee member Giovanna Iaffaldano was unable to join this call.
Update of GPIC Activities
We have added a few new members to our committee.  We had two articles in the past WASFAA newsletter and have sent a listserv message regarding the removal of the provision in H.R. 3221 that would have taken away from graduate students the benefit of subsidized student loans.  Tami is a NASFAA CD and one her committees is GPIC so she has been working with this NASFAA committee and the Barbara Davis of the Department of Education on getting input from GP FAA on training for FFEL to DSL conversion if needed.  
Key in DC is who will become the new Senate HELP leader with Kennedy’s passing.  The House plans to move their bill to the floor the week of 9/14 and the Senate could be the next week, if they did anything during the recess.  The conference with both houses will be key since we expect the House and Senate bills to be very different.  

Council of Graduate Schools
This organization has a website at www.cgsnet.org and can be a good resource for us.  Some of their statements about the importance of graduate education were used in our draft letter.  There is a western region segment of this organization but it seemed to be directed to deans.

​Heard at WASFAA and NASFAA Conferences
Both of these conferences had sessions with topics specific to graduate financial aid and roundtable sessions where the different areas of graduate education could discuss their specific problems and issues.  At NASFAA GP FAA were disturbed by the proposed new Perkins Direct program that would change the allocation, collection and terms of this program to be an unsubsidized loan.  One of the parameters of allocation would be the “number of Pell eligible students” at the school.  When asked about this for graduate schools, the answer was graduates were small in number and will make higher incomes.
The feeling by GP FAA was that graduate students were just an afterthought.

NASFAA NCI Input

One of the newsletter articles was on the NASFAA NCI proposals that might benefit graduate students.  We discussed if we wanted to send comments to NASFAA on how this list of GP benefits would actually help GP students.  
Draft letter to Department of Education
Tami is also on the WASFAA Federal Relations Committee and the letter approved on HR 3221 included some provisions for GP students such as equal Stafford terms, not supporting the Perkins Direct plan, and not squeezing funds out of present programs to reduce the deficit.  We made changes for typos and for clarification to the draft letter to Robert Shireman in response his comments made in his presentation at the NASFAA Conference and to relay issues important to GP students.  Kathleen made suggestions for changing the end of the 2nd paragraph and changing the last bullet to say “bar” costs rather than “board” To Do:  Tami will amend the letter and submit it to the WASFAA EC for approval.
Articles for the WASFAA Newsletter
The deadline date to submit articles for the Fall/Winter issue is September 17.  We had lots of ideas for articles.  Pat thought it was interesting the problems and issues that were brought up from one of the responses to the ED input of special training needs of GP schools to transition from FFEL to DSL since most are not familiar with the PG systems. Tami has more responses.  To Do:  Tami will compile responses she received for an article on GP issues for transitioning from FFEL to DSL.    

We would like to use the newsletter to educate members on the variety of graduate schools in our region.  Tami wrote an article in the first issue on optometry with the financial aid resources and debt facts.  To Do:  Lynn will write an article on her school with special financial aid issues for her students.  For a future newsletter article she will contact Debbie Smith for an article about her endowment program for her theology students.  To Do:  Johanna will write an article about the programs at her school for either this issue or the next.  To Do:  Kathleen will try to put all the FA issues specific to law students in an article for this issue or the next.  
New Business

Pat brought up an issue that is problematic or beneficial to graduate students which is the new IBR program.  We all struggled to provide information on this new repayment program in exit interviews.  The AAMC tried to lobby for retaining the Economic Hardship deferment provision of the 20/220 rule because the IBR does not benefit their professional students.  Pat suggested a survey to find how it is working so far, what the perception is on the program, etc.  We can gather the facts and results can be published in a listserv message or newsletter article.  To Do:  Pat will work on drafting a short survey that can be used in the Survey Monkey product WASFAA utilizes.  

