WASFAA

Federal Relations Committee

Minutes – August 6, 2009
The WASFAA Federal Relations Committee met by conference call to discuss our committee priorities, action items and pending legislation.

Committee members participating on the call included:

Vicki Shipley, NCHELP

Tami Sato, Southern CA College of Optometry

Janet Cantelon, Seattle University
Pat Hurley, Glendale College
Elizabeth Ziegelbein, Career Academy
Committee members Kevin Jensen, College of Western Idaho and Bert Loan, Lane Community College , and Marilyn Ponti, Whitman College were unable to join this call.

This was the second meeting of the WASFAA 2009/10 Federal Relations Committee.  An updated roster was distributed removing Tia Dunsmore who was unable to continue, and adding Bert Logan.  Bert is serving on the NASFAA Federal Issues Committee and will provide a great communications link.  

Vicki Shipley and Pat Hurley also serve on the CASFAA Federal Issues Committee that met recently.  They are working on a letter giving thanks for the Pell Grant indexing and covering similar issues that WASFAA FRC is addressing.

Vicki Shipley provided a short federal update on what has been happening in DC since our previous conference call meeting.  When the Senate returns in September from the August recess, their immediate focus will be healthcare reform not higher education.  It is possible that these two areas might be addressed at the same time.  If higher education, including student loan reform is not finalized by the October 15th reconciliation deadline date it will expire and they will have to start all over again.  The Senate HELP Committee will be looking at HR 3221 but will also write up their bill which might include different ideas.

HR 3221 has passed the House Committee but has not moved to the full floor.  We can still advocate for amendments to this bill by sending our WASFAA FRC letter to Miller and Kline in addition to Kennedy and Enzi.

We reviewed each section of the very rough draft of SAFRA letter put together by Tami Sato and agreed on the following changes:

· In the first paragraph add the number of WASFAA institutions 
· To do:  Janet Cantelon will draft a revised 2nd paragraph of Student Loan Reform to an expanded paragraph that will be moved to after the introduction paragraph.

· To do:  Elizabeth Ziegelbein will add a 2nd paragraph to Pell Grants section to address year-round Pell problem of ED strict definition of “accelerate the student’s progress”.

· To do:  Janet Cantelon will add 2nd paragraph to FAFSA Simplification regarding assets.

· To do:  Tami Sato will gather edits and revise the letter to redistribute to FRC members.
Our plan is to have the final letter ready to submit to WASFAA Executive Council for approval before Thursday or Friday of next week.  The approved letter will be sent to both the House and Senate.  We will send out a listserv message to WASFAA members encouraging them to use the letter as a template or a summary of the issues that were in H.R. 3221 that they should input on if it will affect their students.  

Kevin Jensen sent the FRC committee links to more information on FAFSA Simplification which we discussed in our first meeting.  This will be helpful in developing a letter to the Education Secretary but will also help in the preparation of communication to WASFAA members or developing a survey to gauge what their concerns are and what changes they feel would be the most effective.  To do:  Kevin Jensen he would be willing to work on either of these ideas.  Pat Hurley had to leave the meeting early, but maybe she would like to assist on this todo. To do:  Elizabeth Ziegelbein said she has some notes and ideas that she can use to draft a letter to Arne Duncan.
The committee members present felt we could follow-up on the final draft of the letter through email communication instead of another conference call.  It was decided that early September, when the congress is back from recess, would be a good time to have our next conference call meeting.   
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